
ROAD MAP FOR WRITING YOUR PLAY
It’s time to get writing! But where do you begin? You’ve got a blank piece of paper or Word 
document staring you in the face. Now what? Any playwright will tell you, there is no right way 
to write a play. But we thought a little help wouldn’t hurt. Follow this road map to develop an 
idea into a first draft, get feedback, and revise your writing!  (We recommend doing steps 
1-4 in one sitting - shouldn’t take you more than an hour.  Don’t think! Write!) 

Teachers: Corresponding lesson plans start on pg. 31. 
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3 Write a 1-3  sentence synopsis of your short play. Consider having the synopsis focus on 
the protagonist of your play.

2 Select one of your ideas and create a list of characters. Use 2-3 sentences to describe 
each character. More than four characters? Continue on a separate sheet! You can have up to 
six (6) characters total.
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1 Sketch out three ideas for your short play. You could do this on your own or in combination 
with the WRITING PROMPTS found on pg. 11-17.
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BOOMSHAKALAKA! FIRST DRAFT COMPLETION ACHIEVEMENT!  

5 Write your first draft.  How long should you take? Give yourself less than a week. It 
doesn’t have to be right, it just has to be written. When you are done, check the box 
below.
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4 Give your play a TITLE and write a FULL synopsis of your short play. The full synopsis 
should start from the beginning of the play and focus on the protagonist. Reveal the 
plot points and ending.

TITLE:



 

YOU WROTE A PLAY AND SUBMITTED IT! WELL DONE!    

6 Don’t touch that first draft for a few days. Think about it, but let it sit.

7 Few days have passed? OK, Good. Now, go back and read your draft.  Jot down some 
things you notice about your play having been away from it for a couple of days. What 
excites you? What do you want to work on?

8 Have a teacher or friend read your draft. Ask them to provide 1-3 notes on what sticks 
with them and what seemed a bit unclear. Or if you are working with a group of classmates, 
you might want to enlist your teacher to use the Liz Lerman’s Critical Response Process on 
pg. 30 to ensure quality feedback..

9 Select the notes that you think will help shape your draft and revise your play.

10 Grab some friends and do a reading just to hear the play aloud.

11 Revise the play (if necessary), revisiting steps 8, 9, and 10. Know that you may never 
feel like the play is perfect and THAT’S OK! No piece of writing ever is.

12 Prepare your final draft for submission. Follow the RULES FOR SUBMISSION on pg. 4 
and upload your completed #ENOUGH play to www.enoughplays.com/submit.

� GETTING STARTED TOOLKIT          �10

http://www.enoughplays.com/submit

